L

. ENE E orlandobusinesournalcom  OBJ 31

- Ofunding, Central Florida Business Pulse
Where art thou? ) Anmrmmmmwwm};mormecmmmyandwd;mm

of the benefit of full disclosure, Jetme admit that Thave 1 v s CHEp 9

a soft spot for the arts, having at one point in my Iife Wlll}mlr business be hll‘lllg inthe SECOlld half of 20107
trained as a violinist with the interition of eventually
playing professionaily with a philhar- :
wonic orehastra. - We plan to add many new people
Although 1 no longer am chasing '

Y z82000.

_that dream, I stiil pursue other aris- We dontknaw yet 7%
. related interests on a frequent basis 27%
.because I be}iugve {n their importance to
_ community kife. f
" While Central Florlda Is not a huge s pninod)
. - meces for the arts, we still have valu- . -
_abls arts assets and stand to lose moye ' o 17%
Fditor’s of these groups if we car't figure cuta “’Em"? ha¥§ focut
No(ebouk N ‘_Wayg {u securs ﬁmdtgghfor them. Ii’s & a z positions Weplan o
: - - problem complicated by an econcmy s
CndyBath - “that stil) shows only slight signs of 11% open posiions only
b 1ifs, with unemployment almost three 15%

.  times higher than normal and hudget I
cutbacks by every business in town. ,

Let's face it: 1f's hard to get peoyle or companies to give “é’“a'f have 1o cut
money to the prts when most of them ave dealing with their afew positions
own budgetary shorifalls, 23%

Hore ave the startling numbers behind what's happening
in the arts community: In 2007, Florida was 11¢h In the na-
tion in per-caplta arts spending, This year, it's 44th, having
watched state funding go from $32.2 mition in 2006-2007 o
just $950,000 this year. :

On the local front, 20 Orange County arts groups asked Dick H.:Isve many local governments hav-
the state for $1.9 million this year bat only got $95,000, ing tomaka tough choices arid Iay off peopls 0
collectively. . . .. e, maks budgets work. Alse with more upcoming
_-: i the past fow yéars, we've watched The Orlando Opera layoffs on the Space Coast and the winding
file for bankrupliy, arts groups having to team up to share down of censns workers, I sea unemployment
resources just to get work done for scheduled performances, rising further in the second half of the year in
ﬁga fund 1}1g agancles cut back on the amount they can give Central Florida.
use of their own drops in colléctions. afichael I.: Thero's been significant improve-
ﬂigaas};?v: :l;'negf'sm all of this total about $7 miitton during et fromm this Hme last year, We've siready
Unfortunately, arts gmﬁps becoms an easy target for grﬁrdto::dt:lgz ;i?%ﬁﬁfﬁggﬁg;
cutbacks when state and Jocal governuients face billions in long torecover from as had beeit expected
- bdget shartfalls and cémpanies must welgh paying worker -
salaries and henefits versus supporting theater, art, music Donna V.; My company isn't sure yet what
and the 1ike. we'll ba doing in the second half. Buslness has
Howaever, as United Arts of Cehtral Florida CEQ Mar- pleked up same, but not enough yet 1o need
got Knight pglh;ts out, “we glve back more than we get in more people, We're keeping our fingers crossed,
government funds.”
For example, a recent study by Citizens for Florida Aris John M.: Everyone keeps saying things are
Ine. shows the state’s nonprofit arts and eulturs jndus. getting batter, but P'm ot seeing 1t yet. And
try generated $3.1 billlon in economle activity in 2008, looking ahead, things don't look much better
including 94,286 full-time equivalent jobs, 3196 million for summer and falk.
in local government revenue and $249 million in state
government revente. . .
Tronically enough, driving economic growth has become . 7 NEXT WEEK’.‘_) QUESTION;
g\i’egslglsdtglﬁ}?er;ss?&gﬁgfgggi ﬁ?&f{ﬁ;&%‘;‘é r‘;:gks“:r‘: Which plece of the Obama adminlstration’s financial
aumong the higgest draws for corporate relocations as qual- . reform do you think will be most effective?
1ty-oflife Issues.

To participate in ORF's weekly survey, visit our Web she, orlandobusinesgournaleom,

All of this {3 not to say that the Legislature didn’t face a and look for the Bk underBusiness Fulse Sunvey”

thankless job in deciding what to keep, what to cut and what
to table in the 2010 budget. . )

The sad geaﬂty is that many of these arts organizations - N k’ .
may not exist a year from now. And those that do may of
fer fewer shows, concerts and exhibiis because thay’ve been Th's wee son I ine Storles
forced to cut back on staff and hours of operation. Then

what will ba left to 111 the seats of the planned new down- .
Tonm performing arts center? et Most viewed Most e-mailed
To become a world-class eity, Orlando must find a way Disney launches marshi et Surf aturaction opening at Faazsy Wor'd
toinaintain — stnd Arow — tilti gi'-ts and cultural offerings. ! fprogrzm eeimen : Lo Marketing whrgﬁﬂ_
A smart way to start wo e to make state budget cuts US Alrways boosts Space Coastad Pazs Explorat
falr actoss the board and not disproportionate like what's ) campr:;)n P : Mnfr?mu i, 3:. i AT
happened with arts funding this year. . « Magic S0 PepsCo as nd Eunding el P stories posted and updated
Our regton stands to be & Iot less desirable if the musie partres o e U hesdqarmsnClengs o posted updat
stops, the curtain no longer rises and must-sea exhibits no + Seaslde bisued agreement ader from OCC | Fﬂw::.rmmmm eco:o o throtghout every business day
longer put Orlando on their itinerary. 681 s costscesch 524 bition  pwnmes. ’ oandobusinessiournal.conr




